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Welcome To Our School
Whilst each section is distinct,
they each blend seamlessly into
our special Bridgewater family.

We are a co-educational independent day school providing a
stimulating and challenging environment with an exciting range
of educational and personal development opportunities for
children from the age of 3 to 18 years.
There are four sections to our school:

Kindergarten
and Reception
Early Years
Foundation Stage
3-5 years

Preparatory

Seniors

Sixth Form

5-11 years

11-16 years

16-18 years

We believe that every child
deserves, and is indeed entitled
to, the best possible foundation
for their education. We provide
an outstanding and caring
setting where each child is
treated as an individual as they
begin their unique learning
journey of fulfilling their
potential.

“The quality and standards of the EYFS are excellent. Children enter Nursery
with a very wide range of ability and achievement. They settle quickly and all
make rapid progress in their levels of understanding.”
ISI Report – February 2015
www.bridgewater-school.co.uk
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Our Ethos
It is widely recognised that a child’s experiences between birth and the age of five have a major impact on their life
which is why we ensure each child is offered a secure and happy environment where they feel special and safe. All our
children are encouraged to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow within the Bridgewater family,
ensuring they develop the confidence and self-belief to become strong, decisive and unique individuals.
Our EYFS (Kindergarten and Reception classes) is monitored by the Independent Schools Inspectorate which has
consistently applauded our outstanding standards and the children’s achievements across all areas of learning.

“In the EYFS the excellent provision includes an exciting range of activities and a
varied daily programme. These are carefully planned to promote a wide range
of interests and arouse children’s curiosity. The provision is expertly tailored
to meet the needs of individual children and often linked to their specific
interests.”
ISI Report – February 2015
www.bridgewater-school.co.uk
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Our Early Years Department is situated at the heart of our Preparatory School. The building has been deliberately
designed to promote the learning of young children together with a partly covered large outdoor area enabling access
for continuous play at all times. We have highly qualified and experienced staff, including two fully qualified teachers,
one of whom is the EYFS Team Leader and in addition to her degree and qualified teacher status she has a highly
recognised Early Years Professional Status award.

“In 2015-16, half of all three and four year olds
in England attended an independent nursery
without an early years teacher”. It goes on to say
that “children in independent provision without an
early years teacher are almost 10% less likely to
meet the expected levels of development when they
start school, compared with children who have a

“In the EYFS, provision for children’s well-being is

nursery teacher”.

excellent. The key persons are skilled, experienced

Save the Children Report, Oct 2016

and extremely hard working.”
ISI Report – February 2015
www.bridgewater-school.co.uk
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Curriculum
Playing, exploring, active learning, creating and thinking critically are
all essential building blocks crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and
enthusiasm for learning. This is also vital for building their capacity to learn
to form relationships and thrive.
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum where the
‘Seven Areas of Learning’ are an integral part of each day. We follow the
children’s interests and set themes and topics to stimulate excitement and
enthusiasm. All children are valued as individuals and work at their own
pace, with the support of knowledgeable staff who are able to differentiate
activities specifically tailored to the needs of each child.
Children learn and develop through opportunities to interact in positive
relationships and enabling environments which is crucial to their Personal,
Social and Emotional Development.

“In the EYFS the excellent provision
includes an exciting range of activities
and a varied daily programme. These
are carefully planned to promote a
wide range of interests and arouse
children’s curiosity. The provision is
expertly tailored to meet the needs of
individual children and often linked
to their specific interests. The balance
between activities led by staff and those
developed by children is well-judged.
The programme of activities is enriched
by visits to local places of interest and
regular explorations in the neighbouring
woodland.”
ISI Report – February 2015
www.bridgewater-school.co.uk
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Curriculum Enrichment
There are many opportunities for children to participate in a very active timetable with music, PE lessons, gymnastics
coaching and regular environmental walks in the beautiful adjacent woodland.
Depending on the theme or topic there are a wide variety of trips throughout the school year including visits to animal
parks and zoos, Rivington Reservoir, the theatre, steam train rides and visits to national retailers.
We have a strong and active Prep Council consisting of children from every class including Kindergarten and Reception.
The Council discuss issues raised by their classmates and make suggestions to staff and governors. The School is also
keen to support many charities such as St Ann’s Hospice, Macmillan Cancer Support and Cancer Research to name but
a few.

“Pupils’ experiences are enriched by an extensive range of visits and extracurricular activities, locally, regionally and internationally. They support key
areas of the curriculum and often provide new experiences for the pupils.
These are a great strength of the school.”
ISI Report – February 2015
www.bridgewater-school.co.uk
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A Partnership
At the heart of our ethos is the importance of family. Here within the Bridgewater family we place great value on
our close relationships with parents. This ensures that it is a true partnership and that parents feel fully informed
and involved in their children’s learning. Our ‘open-door’ policy encourages openness and transparency fostering
approachability to all staff. In addition to the daily access for parents, more formal evenings are held in November and
April and all parents of Reception age children receive a full school report in July together with the children’s Early Years
Profiles.

“The school is committed to maintaining excellent links with parents, and
there are very good systems in place to promote effective home school
communication. Parents are kept well informed of their child’s progress and
value the open door policy of the school.”
ISI Report – February 2015
www.bridgewater-school.co.uk
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Housekeeping
All children are offered a delicious, nutritious school lunch that is cooked on the premises by our catering team. We
offer a menu to suit all diets, cultures and religions. Staff and children eat together to encourage healthy eating habits,
to try new tastes and sensations and to develop good table manners within a sociable, family-meal atmosphere.
We have three mini-buses that are driven by staff and used to take children to a wide variety of venues. This helps to
make trips and visits more cost-effective for parents.

Wrap Around Care
For those children who require an extended day we offer an Early Club each morning from 8.00 a.m. This is housed in
the Early Years Foundation Stage building and, therefore, is safe and familiar for the younger children. At the end of the
day, children who are not collected by 3.45 p.m. are taken to Late Club situated in the school dining room where they
can remain until 6.00 p.m. A healthy snack is provided. There is a small additional charge for these facilities.

www.bridgewater-school.co.uk
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Admissions
Children may start in Kindergarten in the first term of their third birthday. Children who are four by 31st August move
up into Reception class in September.
All three and four year olds are currently eligible to receive local authority funding for childcare which can be used
towards our fees.
We are very flexible with regard to children in Kindergarten requiring part-time places, however, we prefer them to
attend morning sessions to enable them to participate fully in the school activities.

“In the EYFS staff plan exciting tasks for the children. The recommendation of
the previous inspection to note children’s next steps in daily planning has been
fulfilled. Staff have high expectations. Excellent teaching uses a skilful blend
of questions and information which intrigue children and encourage them to
think independently.”
ISI Report – February 2015
www.bridgewater-school.co.uk
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And Finally…
We hope that this prospectus has encouraged you to consider our school for your child and we would warmly
welcome you to our setting and the wider Bridgewater family. Please feel free to contact the school to arrange
to meet our Early Years team of professionals, along with our Headmistress, and we will be happy to answer any
questions you may have.
We encourage all children to enjoy a taster day before they join us.

We look forward to seeing you soon.
Please visit our website at
www.bridgewater-school.co.uk to view our admissions policy and learn more about our school or call 0161 794 1463 to make an appointment.
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“A hundred years from now it will not matter what my bank
account was, the sort of house I lived in, or the kind of car I
drove... but the world may be different because I was important
in the life of a child.”
Forest E. Witcraft
Teacher, Scholar

www.bridgewater-school.co.uk
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